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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings from Irma Torn Marco,
Our beautiful island took a major hit from Hurricane Irma. But this community is
definitely in bounce-back mode. Many of the denuded foliage is coming forth with
beautiful new green buds and leaves. We are very fortunate that our workshop will
go on as scheduled. I am sure we will hear many interesting stories from those who stayed during
the storm. Hopefully we will have some good shelling.
I hope this finds you all eager for our new Shell Club season. Mark the date for you who are on the
island, October 31 will be our first workshop of the season. I hope you will join in the spirit of the
day and dress up. I am hoping we have a good turn out since we only have 4 weeks before we
have our Holiday Sale. It will be a good time to get away from all the debris clean up and repairs
needed on our homes.
We should all thank those members who remain in the Marco area for the summer. They are often
doing club work. Marsha and Joan checked the PO Box, Jae picked up donated collections and ran
the Art League Children’s Camp for the Shell Club. Others off the island continued to work: John
manages to send out blurbs about members, Becky acquired supplies and figures out what we
might make, Paulette communicated with the receivers of our funds. All of these things help to
prepare us for the new season. There are others who I have failed to mention but I do appreciate all
that is done for this club behind the scenes.
It is good to be back on Marco Island and I am so looking forward to seeing all of you again. We had
a very successful season last year and I hope we can keep the great teamwork going and continue
this momentum. Please feel free to contact me with comments or questions.
Let’s have some fun!

Kathy Benedik - President
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SHELL SHOW CHAIR REPORT

Well, we all survived Irma and with all of the wind and waves you can imagine that
shelling has been pretty exceptional! While the clean-up crews still have much debris and trash to pick up all are working to make everything on the island look just as you left it last Spring! I think the most amazing
thing to me was that after the storm - everything was either uprooted or BROWN - truly looking dead! Within
the last 4 weeks, it is just incredibly green again - as if it were Spring - unbelievable!
If you were on Facebook, maybe you had a chance to follow the MARCO PATRIOTS - they organized a
TEAM - unlike any other - took care and still are taking care of -Marco Island, Goodland, Everglades City and
Chokoloskee! From wellness checks, to food, to clothes, to clean-up - to REBUILDING - they ARE and
WERE the answer for everyone’s needs - Just true PATRIOTS in every sense of the word - your neighbors,
volunteering and still volunteering their time and talents! Community Spirit at its BEST!
Speaking of TEAMS - none like the Marco Island Shell Club and the season we have coming up! As we
prepare for another banner season and banner shell show - let me show you what we had going on this
summer!
Our first ever Summer Children’s 3 Day Workshop at the Marco Island
Center for the Arts! Thank you Hyla Crane and your board for inviting us
to share our love of Shells and the Art/Science that goes along with them
and a big thank you to Joan Robbins and Linda Kropp for your help and
enthusiasm shared with me and the girls in this workshop for FUN time! A
beginning course for the young of our island, we had 5 young ladies sign
up - little did we know that they were 5 of the most talented little girls on
the island! WOW! From Shell Art to Fossils to Gastropods to Bi-Valves to
Albinos to Alphabet Cones to identifying our own local shells and scientific
talks - We are already looking forward to next year!!
These pictures say it all - Enjoy!!
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Jae Kellogg - Shell Show Chair
MEMBERSHIP
Welcome back, I hope to see you all soon and meet the newest Marco Island Shell
Club members. Bring friends, we would love to meet them.
TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP: Although the Marco Island Shell Club season runs from
November through March, the bylaws set the membership year as January 1 through
December 31.
DUES: The cost for individual membership is $25 per year, or $30 for a two-person
household. The club accepts payment by check or credit card (through the Club’s PayPal
account payment processor). No cash payments will be accepted.
RENEWAL: Online membership renewal is due by December 31, 2017. Current members should review
their current data and renew for 2018 on the Club website—www.marcoshellclub.com. NOTE: Directions
for renewing online are found in the WEBSITE article below.
When you renew online, you can choose to pay using your credit card through the Club's PayPal account
payment processor, or mail your check to:
Marco Island Shell Club, Inc.
PO Box 633
Marco Island, FL 34146
NAMETAGS: Please wear your nametag at workshops. Many of the nametags were updated over the
summer. If you have an error on yours, or if you need one, please let me know by putting your name on the
nametag sheet on the sign-in table.
Thank you,

Linda Kropp – Membership Chair
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
We received a very nice thank you letter from Rookery Bay Reserve for the $2000
we sent them to be used for Estuary Day in September, 2017. We were to pay for
buses to transport participants from the Learning Center to the dock where individuals go
out on boats in the Reserve to see what is there. This is very instructive for those who
have never been on a boat or on the water. However, because of hurricane Irma, Estuary
Day did not happen and other needs for education at the Rookery emerged. These funds
now are being redirected to support the building of the outdoor classroom and supplies for the 7 th grade
Survivors program which will debut at its new location this December.
Rookery Bay also thanked us profusely for the money to be used for LED microscopes and a projector for the
7th grade classes being moved to Shell Island Road.
Many of the children who attend these programs have never seen the bay or sea life. The Reserve is very
grateful for our educational contributions.
Two of our scholarship students will be speaking at our November seminar to tell us about their research and
to thank us for our support. They are Victoria Fields from FGCU, an undergraduate student, and Stephen
Hesterberg, a graduate student from University of South Florida located in Tampa.
We also supported Cristina Lopardo, a graduate student at Florida Gulf Coast University, who is studying a
recirculating marine aquaculture system utilizing biodegradable plastics for water treatment. Her research
sounds very interesting.
The Rookery Bay Reserve, Scholarship students and Universities thank us for our support. Your hard work
at the crafting sessions make all of this possible. Education of our young influences the future of this country
and you are instrumental in shaping it .
Hopefully, you will attend the seminar November 9 at 6 pm to hear two of our students, speak about their
work. Stephen will be driving from Tampa with his major Professor Dr. Susan Bell. Hope to see you there.

Paulette Carabelli– Scholarship and Grants Committee
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WORKSHOP
WORKSHOP, WORKSHOP, WORKSHOP
October 31-----Mark your calendar! That's the first Shell Club Workshop. We've already
had tricks with hurricane Irma passing by so I'm thinking this season will be all treats!
In May, I drove up to Palmetto to shop at Darlenes Shells'. Wow---- they have a lot of
shells! I brought back a car full, so we will have lots of new material to use in our shell art.
Again this summer we've taken in several wonderful shell collections of local shells and
also some shells from around the world. Through these generous donations we can see
how shells coming to Marco Island have changed over the years. We also acquired a
great collection of fossils in these donations.
A big thank you shout out to Jae who has sorted, cleaned out, organized,
and put our local shell collection back in sequence. Please consider all of Jae's
hard work as you take out and return shells to their location. The containers
are in numerical order so they should be easy to keep in order.
We are planning to offer pop-up table activities from time to time to learn
new skills again this year. If you have an activity to share please let us know.
The Holiday Sale will be Saturday, November 25, 2017, 9-2, at the
church. Workshop Tuesdays will be very busy getting ready for this
event. Last year's Holiday Sale was a huge success. We had exceptional
coverage on the front page of the Marco Eagle.
Please be careful on your way to Southwest Florida. Show up when you can
----we will be here and waiting for you.

Becky Miller / Debbie Towey – Workshop Chair
The SeaShell
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WEBSITE
Welcome back!! I am looking forward to seeing current members at workshops and
seminars this season and meeting new members. Over the summer, I made some
changes to the website to make it more user-friendly. As you renew your membership
online this year, please let me know any suggestions you have for improvements. You
can renew your membership for 2018 at any time at home. Also, there will be a
computer at workshops and seminars for you to use to renew, and I will be available for assistance as well.
Please renew prior to December 31, 2017, so there is no interruption in your membership.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR RENEWAL: Current members should NOT fill out a new member application online—
all your information is already on the website. You only need to renew and select the payment method you
want to use. The username and password you used last year is stored on the website. Here are the steps to
follow :
Go to www.marcoshellclub.com. Click on Member Login at the top of the page, and the following screen
appears:

Fill in your username (generally first name last name, all lower case) ex., janedoe, and password (first initial,
last initial, and last 4 digits of telephone number—ex., jd1234, and click on .
If you have forgotten your username, or the one you typed doesn’t work, click on Forgot your username? The
following screen appears:
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If you don’t remember your password, click on Forgot your password? The following screen appears:
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If you don’t receive the verification email, check your spam folder. Once you change your password, you can
then log in.
Once you are logged in, you will be on the Welcome Members page (see below), which has directions for
renewing your membership and editing your account. There is also an email address where you can reach
me with any questions you have as you go through the renewal process.

IMPORTANT: Once you have completed your renewal, be sure to click on “Logout”.
Please don’t hesitate to email me at the address on the Welcome Members page with any questions you
have, or I can walk you through the process at workshop or seminar. I would like everyone to feel
comfortable using the website. Keep in mind that when you use the club’s Paypal payment processor to use
your credit card, none of your financial information is stored on our website.

Joan Robbins – Website Chair
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SEMINARS
We will lead off our 2017 – 2018 Seminar season with presentations by two of our
Scholarship recipients.
Stephen G. Hesterberg, PhD student at Florida South University, will tell us about his
research in creating artificial oyster clumps in an effort to enhance the oyster beds of our
coastal area. Dr. Susan Bell will attend with Stephen.
Victoria Fields from FGCU will tell us the value of studying the Anurans (frogs) as
indicators of Landscape Change in Southwest Florida.
We are very proud of our Graduate students and I hope we all will show them that pride by attending the
Seminar. Please invite your friends to join you at the Seminar on Thursday, November 9 th at 6:00 pm. We
would like a large crowd to show that we appreciate them.

Marge Tunnell – Vice President and Seminar Chair

EXCURSIONS
It’s wonderful to be back in Naples and Marco Island. Let me express my sincere wishes
that everyone got through Hurricane Irma without too much destruction and have
recovered enough to enjoy the sun and the beach. Myself, I’m looking forward to going
shelling.
Put January 10, 2018 on your calendar to go on the fossil hunt. The ability to sign up will be available the
first part of December.
Another trip to Sanibel may be in March. Please inquire as you arrive at the workshops. I will be happy to
arrange the van trip.
Can’t wait to see your bright shiny faces again.

Pat Wood , Excursion Chair
The SeaShell
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PUBLICITY
I hope everyone had a good summer. I think that none of our members had severe
damage from the Hurricane.
As you have already read, our officers are welcoming us back with open arms. We are all
looking forward to a great 2017 – 2018 season.
Please review the calendar on the next page for activities that will be coming up. Also I
cannot emphasize enough that we would like a sizeable audience for our Graduate
Students at the November 9th Seminar. Please bring as many friends as you can to the
meeting to support our Students.
And don’t forget the Christmas Shell Art Sale is going to be a little early this year. It will be held on
Saturday, November 25th. We need you to attend the workshops starting October 31 to start crafting this
artwork.
.And note that we are holding our General Membership meeting at the Workshop on the second Tuesday of
the month. Please come support your Officers and Chairs at these meetings.

John Tunnell– Publicity Chair

2016-2017 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS
Officers

Chairs

President......................... Kathy Benedik
President Elect …………. Karen Caster
Vice President................. Marge Tunnell
Recording Secretary........ Sally Johnson
Corresponding Sec.......... Marsha Prunetti
Treasurer......................... Christine Bergquist

Shell Show..................... Jae Kellogg
Membership.................... Linda Kropp
Scholarship..................... Paulette Carabelli
Education/Excursions..... Pat Wood
Publicity.......................... John Tunnell
Website …………………. Joan Robbins
Seminar........................... Marge Tunnell
Workshop............ Becky Miller/Debbie Towey

Address all correspondence to:
Marco Island Shell Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 633
Marco island, FL 34146
www.marcoshellclub.com
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