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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Fellow Shell Seekers,
Are you ready to start our 2016-2017 season? It is here. Our first workshop is October 25.
Yes, we are starting early because we have to miss a day for the election. I am excited as I
hope you are for another season of shelling, crafting and comradery. We did a great job last
year and with our enthusiastic members we can continue to be successful.
We have a few full time resident members who have kept our club going over the summer
with purchases and donations to sort and get put away. Also a few members have had to
deal with the Universities regarding our scholarships and grants. One new project we are
specially proud of is advertising of the Shell club on the backs of the T-shirts worn by
beach clean-up volunteers. In April, we also participated in the business Expo hosted by the Marco Chamber of
Commerce. September found a couple of our members helping with Estuaries day at the Rookery,
As for the needs of the club, we are still without a Chair for the Scholarship and Grants committee and a
membership chair. Paulette Carabelli has generously agreed to act as the chair for the scholarship and grants
committee for time being. Joan has been working on the website during the summer and hopes to have the
membership information online. This will simplify that job of the new Membership Chair. If anyone has an
interest in these areas, please let me know.
I want to give a special thanks to Marsha, Jae, Joan, Becky and Paulette for their work over the summer.
Let’s have another great year at Shell Club!

Kathy Benedik - President
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WEBSITE - SEMINARS
WEBSITE/MEMBERSHIP
Exciting news!! Over the summer, the club moved to an online membership roster.
This has many benefits, including a streamlined application and renewal process
and improved fiscal accountability, resulting in less paperwork for the membership
chair. Please note that the club roster will not be visible to, or accessible by,
those who visit the website. In the next few weeks (target date November 1), we
will implement a procedure for individual member login for renewals. Some
important changes are noted below:
RENEWALS: Starting November 1, current members will be able to complete the 2017 RENEWAL
process by logging in to the club website and renewing online. Paper forms and cash will no longer
be accepted. Payment must be made by check or credit card through the club’s PayPal account. (Do not
use the online Individual and Household applications, which are for NEW members only).
IMPORTANT: Current members will receive detailed login and renewal instructions via their personal
email address on or before November 1. Do not renew until after you receive those instructions. Your
current club membership is valid until December 31, 2016.
NEW MEMBERS: All applications for NEW individual and household memberships must be filled out
online. Payment must be made by check or credit card through the club’s PayPal account. Click the
Subscribe button after completing the application form, even if you are paying by check.
Thank you for your patience during the implementation of the new process.
DUES: The cost for individual membership has been increased by the Board of Directors to $25 per year, or $30
for a two-person household..

SEMINARS
There are four interesting evening seminars planned for the upcoming season. All seminars start at
6:00 p.m. in Disseler Hall at the United Church of Marco, 320 N. Barfield Drive. The evening begins with
a brief business meeting, and refreshments are served after the presentation. All seminars are open to
the public, so invite your friends and neighbors to join us for an informative session.
Thursday, November 3, 2016– Jeannine Windsor, Education Specialist at Rookery Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve, will demonstrate how she uses the microscopes and camera which were
donated by the club in her lessons with the middle school students who visit the RBNERR as part of
their science curriculum.
Thursday, January 5, 2017 – Dr. Robert Weisberg, Distinguished University Professor of Physical
Oceanography at USF's College of Marine Science, will speak on Ocean circulation effects on coastal
ocean ecology.
Thursday, February 2, 2017 – Anne Dupont, who is an underwater photographer, will present a
program on Living Shells of Florida and the Caribbean.
Thursday, March 2, 2017 – Dr. Gary Schmelz will present a program entitled Solomon Islands
Adventures—a Return to Bali Hai, incorporating photos from his two trips there.

Joan Robbins– Vice President/Seminar Chair/Website Chair
The SeaShell
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MEMBERSHIP
Although Joan wrote up a great article on Membership, she is not the membership
chair. But the work she has done will make the membership chair job easier since
the roster with all of its needed information will be kept on our web site.
We still need a Membership Chair so if you have a little time to offer to help the members of the Marco
Island Shell Club, please let Kathy Benedik know that you are willing to help.

This could be you – Membership Chair
SHELL SHOW CHAIR REPORT

Welcome back to all of our seasonal friends! As I'm sure you all know, we have been
very thankful to stay out of the way of hurrricanes this season - we do have a touch of
"Red Tide" going on right now - but you can almost feel the change in the air that is
bringing Fall to Southwest Florida!
Mark your calendars now!!l

37th Annual Marco Island Shell Show
March 9, 10, 11 - 2017
United Church of Marco
10 am to 4 pm - Disseler Hall

If you're headed our way - have a safe trip - if we don't see you until January - enjoy a beautiful Fall season!

Jae Kellogg - 2017 Shell Show
Chair

The SeaShell
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Workshop --- Workshop --- W orkshop

October 25, 2016 is the first Workshop Tuesday for the Marco Island Shell
Club. Just a reminder, we will not meet on Tuesday November 8 ---- Election
Day.
The photos give a little insight into what happens during the summer in the
workroom. Shells and materials appear and need to be organized and fitted
into our existing inventory. We are forever grateful for shell and material
donations. With our dear friend Emily closing Shells by Emily our inventory
grew and grew and our shelves are filled with wonderful surprises.
I am anxious to see the new ideas the Table Leaders have in store for us this season.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to suggest new ideas for our shell art. As before the tables
include critters, jewelry, flowers, mirrors/frames, holiday, and decorating. And now a special
table for new members or visiting guests.
This year we are adding something new --- a “pop up” “visiting artist” table at which you can
learn new skills --- oyster shell alligators, shell drawings, painted shells, shell faces, small flower
arrangements --- to name a few. We are still working out the details, but it should be fun. If you
have a skill or an idea let us know.
Our first goal is to prepare shell art for the Holiday Sale which is the first Saturday in
December – 12-3-2016. Last year’s sale was a huge success and we are planning to outdo it this
year.
Don’t forget your Workshop bag of supplies as you pack to
move to Florida. As I write this we are preparing for “Matthew”
and I see our man Leo tying down the pool furniture.
Looking forward to seeing all members-old and new. There is
something for everyone at the Marco
Island Shell Club --- whatever your
talents are --- we need you.
See you soon and travel safely.
Workshop Chairs – Becky Miller and
Debbie Towey

Becky Miller / Debbie Towey – Workshop Chair
The SeaShell
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EXCURSIONS
.

I am looking forward to being in Florida again and seeing all my friends at the Marco Island
Shell Club and to take up my position of Excursion Chairperson.
I have some ideas for the coming season as seen below.
1. The first week of March 2016 I attended the Sanibel Shell Show and realized that it
should be seen by everyone who belongs to the MISC. I want to offer an excursion to the
show in a chartered bus on the Friday of the show. . My idea would be to have at least 20 members sign up and
pay a deposit by January 15 and I will secure a bus for the trip. The trip would not only be to the show but also to
the beach, the shell museum and lunch.
2. More shelling excursions on Marco Island and other beaches in the surrounding area.
3. Going shopping as a group to shell shops for craft supplies. Also attending craft fairs for ideas that we could
use at the shell show in March.
4. Going to lunch as a group to a seaside restaurant.
5. Of course we will go to FGCU to have a tour of the facility and hear the research results of the students who
have been chosen to receive scholarships.
6. We will also go on the Fossil Dig and have lunch with Dr. Gary Schmelz.
If you have any ideas what you would like to do, please let me know.
To attend any of the excursions you must sign up on-line.

These are the excursions planned for next season. I have listed them here but you can also see them on the website
calendar.

Marco Island Shell Club Excursions 2016/2017
Thursday, Nov. 10..
Wednesday, Nov. 30..
Wednesday, Dec. 7
Saturday, Jan. 14
Friday, Jan. 27
Thursday, Feb. 16
Friday, Feb. 24
Friday, Mar. 3
Monday, Mar. 27

Marco Island Historical Museum
10am-12
Kewaydin Express $35pp limit 5
9am-1pm
Shelling @ Tigertail
8am-11am
Fossil Dig $26 limit 20 lunch after 8:30am-4pm
Rookery Bay, limit 20
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
bring a bag lunch
FGCU, limit 12
10am-4pm
Shelling on South Beach
8am-11am
Shuttle, Sanibel Show, Museum, beach, limit 20
$35pp plus $5 entry fee
7:30am-7:30pm
Boat Cruise..Dolphin Adventures
TBA

Thanks,

Pat Wood– Education/Excursion Chair
The SeaShell
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SCOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
(Submitted by Paulette Carabelli)

Dear Sponsor of theMarco Island Shell Club Undergraduate Scholarship Endowed
Fund:
I am writing to thank you for your generous $500 donation to the Florida Gulf Coast
University Foundation. I was grateful to find out that I am the recipient of your
scholarship. I am a senior majoring in environmental studies with a minor in biology,
with only three semesters left until I graduate with my bachelors. After I graduate I plan to continue my
education in a master’s program studying conservation ecology. One day I hope to pursue a career in sea
turtle conservation once I complete my master’s degree. On top of my educational and career goals, I wish to
be a world traveler.
My high school marine science teacher, Mr. Koza, is the person that sparked this passion in me. We watched
a movie called “The Cove”, which was about dolphin slaughtering in Japan. After seeing the horrible things
humans do to these wild creatures for money I decided to do some research on the issue.I found my niche
and I trulyhave a passion to help those who have no voice. I would like to focus my efforts on sea turtle
conservation, not only in the United States but hopefully throughout the world. I recently studied abroad in
San Salvador, Bahamas studying tropical island biology. It definitely was a once in a lifetime experience,
learning more than I could have in a classroom. I was lucky enough to snorkel with green sea turtles, which
only confirmed my career goals. This trip also opened my eyes to the wonders of traveling.
I transferred to FGCU last year with my Associate’s in Arts from Florida Southwestern State College. Since
I’ve joined the FGCU family I have made the Dean’s List every semester, maintaining a 3.5 GPA or higher.
I’ve joined the club softball team which I am now the vice president of and I am a member of the wildlife club.
I’ve volunteered at many different agencies since high school and my favorite by far is the Conservancy of
Southwest Florida. I like this agency because of their mission which is to protect Florida’s unique
environment.
Not only am I a full-time student, but I also have a part-time job to pay for my education. Working while being
in school can be challenging, I’m constantly staying up late to study, but it is also rewarding. This scholarship
will allow me to focus less time on my financial situation and more time on what I truly enjoy; whi ch is
anything that involves the great outdoors. I have big dreams to travel the world and with this generous
scholarship I will be able to save the money I would have spent on school and use it to travel, which I believe
is an education in itself.
I genuinely appreciate the scholarship money you have so kindly put towards my education. I will continue to
work hard in school and strive for another semester on the Dean’s List. I am honored to receive a scholarship
from an organization that promotes conservation efforts, which is something that I truly believe in. I am
thankful and proud to accept this scholarship money. Thank you for your support towards my education.

Best Wishes,

The SeaShell
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PUBLICITY
Well, the summer season has gone quickly. It is time to get into the winter “Season”
mode, including all of the activities planned for our Marco Island Shell Club. The Eagle
and Coastal Breeze give us great opportunities to let the community know of our
activities. We will have meeting notices and Sale and Shell Show Advertisements to
promote our efforts.

Just as a reminder, because we will not be able to hold our workshop on election day,
we will hold our first workshop on Tuesday, October 25 th. And I am looking forward to seeing you at our first
seminar of the season on Thursday, Novenber 3 rd.
.
At the last Board meeting we decided to leave our Shell Club flyers and their plastic holders out in the
community all summer rather than gather them back into the store room. Now it is time to refill these flyer
holders around town. I will be at the second (and some subsequent) workshops to ask you to help me
distribute Shell Club Flyers to all of the businesses who have so graciously offered to display these flyers.

John Tunnell– Publicity Chair

2016-2017 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS
Officers

Chairs

President......................... Kathy Benedik
Vice President................. Joan Robbins
Recording Secretary........ Kimberly Porter
Corresponding Sec.......... Marsha Prunetti
Treasurer......................... Christine Hewitt

Shell Show..................... Jae Kellogg
Membership....................
Scholarship.....................
Education/Excursions..... Pat Wood
Publicity.......................... John Tunnell
Website …………………. Joan Robbins
Seminar........................... Joan Robbins
Workshop............ Becky Miller/Debbie Towey

Address all correspondence to :
Marco Island Shell Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 633
Marco island, FL 34146
www.marcoshellclub.com
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