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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Shell Club Members,
I am your new president and am looking forward to getting to know many of you
over the next two years. I have been sitting at the jewelry table the last several
years so haven’t had the pleasure of knowing a lot of you. The club has grown in
membership and success largely due to the former leadership and I am hoping we
can continue on that same path.
We made $24,818.42 at our Shell Show and along with the proceeds from our
Holiday Sale of $3,033.62 brought us in right on budget. We are able to cover our
expenses for running the club and can give generously to scholarships and grants.
That committee will be meeting soon to decide where best to give our proceeds. I will keep you
informed of this in our next newsletter.
After the show, I had the pleasure of joining a very nice group for the Sailor’s Valentine workshop. Even
though I think I have 10 thumbs on my hands, I learned a bunch and would recommend the class. I will
finish that box!
The Thank You Dinner was really nice and we had a whopping 122 show up. We cannot thank enough
Kimberly Porter and her team of Karen Ackermann, Gail and Barry Jacobson, Sandy Baker, Joan Lynch,
Pat Wood, and Lisa Fitz-Gerald. They were in the kitchen from 2pm until after 9 pm. If this dinner
continues to grow or even stay at this attendance level, we will need more volunteer help. The evening
was so lovely and my only regret was that as soon as our grant
speakers from FGCU and USF left so did many of our members.
Unfortunately we had a much smaller crowd for our annual
meeting and installation of officers. Emily Savage did a superb
job with the installation and it is important for the members to
know about our budget and financials. Soooo…I am pleading
with you members to plan on staying that extra 20 to 30 minutes
next year. It is really an informative session.
Last but not least. Thank you to all who donate their money, time
and talents. You make the club the huge success it is.
See You in the fall or winter.
Pat Guariglia, Jill Pressler , Judy Arnold, Kathy Benedik, Marlene Zulinski
Pat Wood, Constance Miller (instructor)
Liz Elliott (not in the picture)

Kathy Benedik - President
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SHELL SHOW CHAIR REPORT
THANK YOU ALL MARCO ISLAND
SHELL CLUB MEMBERS!
As the 2016 Shell Show Season comes to an end, please enjoy these highlights of the
show! Thank you all for the hard work you put into the show to make it another successful
event in the history of the Marco Island Shell Club - it is greatly appreciated!

All the photos from the 2016 Shell Show will be available on the club website (www.marcoshellclub.com)
shortly. Click on "2016 Shell Show Gallery" on the top of any page next to the Shell Club Logo..

Jae Kellogg - 2016 Shell Show Chair
Do you remember the poem “A Sheller’s Obsession” that Joyce Markel wrote
and was published in the last newsletter? She was lamenting about never
having found a Junonia. Well, she found this on the beach at Cape Marco last
week. 3 inches long. Not perfect, but good condition. Wanted to share with you!
Joyce Markel
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WORKSHOP, WORKSHOP, WORKSHOP
The 2015/2016 Marco Island Shell Club Workshops have come to an end--and what an
end it was. The gift shop, at the shell show, was our huge hurrah! It was so exciting to
see all of our hard work on display and even more exciting to see all of the shoppers who
came to admire and purchase our creations. Thank you to everyone for your time and
talents.
In reviewing the inventory lists, everything seemed to be popular this year. All tables had great sales.
We had some new things this year which were a hit with shoppers such as our photo cards, jewelry bags,
hostess gifts, decorated baskets, new flowers, rock star critters, jellyfish ornaments, decorated shells, plant
sticks, line drawings on shells, and on and on. We need to continue to come up with new and different ideas.
Check out your local craft shows and art fairs and look for new things for us to try.
This year two club members ventured into new territory. Paulette started line drawing on shells after
she saw them on a visit to Venice and Kathy started drawing with colored markers on shells after she saw
them on face book. Amy brought us the idea of jelly fish made with sea urchins and yarn after a trip to
Venice. (Maybe we should all go to Venice). New ideas are everywhere ---- so be sure to look around. We
also were handed a couple of new ornament ideas from Sandy that she brought back from the Cape. Judy
made and decorated some tiny little Christmas stockings with shells.

We are definitely making those next

year. I’ll do the sewing at home. Bobbie made for us a tiny little hummingbird. Everyone seems to be very
creative.
THIS IS EXCITING ----- both Paulette and Kathy have agreed to teach us how to do the drawing
on shells so we will all learn something new next year. I’ll get the special pens and markers.
New information ------ the first workshop of the new season is October

25 . This is an election year so we can’t be
in the church on November 8. Mark your calendars for October 25. 2016 . See you there…………………..

Becky Miller / Debbie Towey – Workshop Chairs
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EXCURSIONS
.
We had a great turnout for the Marco Island Shell Club shelling trip on South Beach, Marco
Island. Marge Tunnell placed a live fig snail in a container of water and gave all who gathered
around a very good talk on the life of the
fig. Thank you Marge and thank you
everyone for coming.
We will have many more great
excursions next year. These will include
another fossil dig, FGCU tour, and a charter trip to Sanibel Shell
Show in March. Be sure to sign up early for these trips; they fill
up fast.

These are the excursions planned for next season. I have listed them here but you can also see them on the website
calendar.

Marco Island Shell Club Excursions 2016/2017
Thursday, Nov. 10..
Wednesday, Nov. 30..
Wednesday, Dec. 7
Saturday, Jan. 14
Friday, Jan. 27
Thursday, Feb. 16
Friday, Feb. 24
Friday, Mar. 3
Monday, Mar. 27

Marco Island Historical Museum
10am-12
Kewaydin Express $35pp limit 5
9am-1pm
Shelling @ Tigertail
8am-11am
Fossil Dig $26 limit 20 lunch after 8:30am-4pm
Rookery Bay, limit 20
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
bring a bag lunch
FGCU, limit 12
10am-4pm
Shelling on South Beach
8am-11am
Shuttle, Sanibel Show, Museum, beach, limit 20
$35pp plus $5 entry fee
7:30am-7:30pm
Boat Cruise..Dolphin Adventures
TBA

Thanks,

Pat Wood– Education/Excursion Chair
The SeaShell
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WEBSITE - SEMINARS
SEMINARS
All educational seminars meet at 6:00 p.m. in Disseler Hall at the United Church
of Marco, 320 North Barfield Drive. The following seminars are planned for the
2016-2017 season:
➢ Thursday, November 3, 2016– Jeannine Windsor, Education Specialist at
Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve, will show us how she uses the
microscopes and camera the club donated last season in her lessons with the
middle school students who visit the RBNERR as part of their science curriculum.
➢ Thursday, January 5, 2017 – Dr. Robert Weisberg, Distinguished University Professor of Physical
Oceanography at USF's College of Marine Science, will speak on Ocean circulation effects on
coastal ocean ecology.
➢ Thursday, February 2, 2017 – Anne Dupont, who is an underwater photographer specializing in
opisthobranch mollusks, will present a program on Shelled Opisthobranchs, covering
Opisthobranch mollusks from Florida waters and the Caribbean.
➢ Thursday, March 2, 2017 – Dr. Gary Schmelz will present a program entitled Solomon Islands
Adventures—a Return to Bali Hai, incorporating photos from his two trips there.
WEBSITE
This summer, I will be updating the membership section of the website to make it easier to join and
renew online. The goal is for current members to have a password which enables them to review their
personal data, make changes if necessary, and renew by check or credit card only. New members will
need to fill out a membership application online, paying by check or credit card only. This will ensure
accuracy of transactions for the treasurer, and will minimize paperwork for the membership chair.
Current members will receive an email notifying them when to renew, which will be sent prior to the
first workshop in the fall. Please do not renew until you receive the email that the software is enabled.
For those who need assistance, there will be a computer available at every Tuesday morning workshop
and seminar for members to use to renew online.

Joan Robbins– Vice President/Seminar Chair/Website Chair
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MEMBERSHIP

****IMPORTANT INFORMATION****
DUES: The cost for individual membership has been increased by the Board of Directors
to $25 per year, or $30 for a two-person household. The club accepts payment by
check or credit card (through the Club’s PayPal account). No cash payments will be
accepted.
TERM OF MEMBERSHIP: Although the Marco Island Shell Club season runs from November through
March, the bylaws set the membership year as January 1 through December 31. Club policy states that
anyone who joins in November or December becomes a member from the date he/she joins until
December 31st of the following year. ALL NEW MEMBERS MUST FILL IN AN ONLINE APPLICATION.
RENEWAL: Starting October 25, 2016, current members will be able to review their current data and
renew for 2017 on the Club website. Membership renewal is due by December 31. This is particularly
important if a member plans on entering an exhibit in the Shell Show and wants to be considered for the
two trophies which are awarded to an “active member” of the Club. According to the club bylaws, “an
“active member" shall be an individual who:
 Has paid Marco Island Shell Club annual dues by December 31, and
 Actively contributes to the goals of the Club, as demonstrated by any of the criteria below:
•
Participation in five or more Marco Island Shell Club Workshops,*
•
Attendance at two or more monthly evening meetings,*
•
Service as a Marco Island Shell Club officer or on any Club Committee, or
•
Production of shell art at home for Shell Club use.
*Registration (signing in) by the member at the workshops and meetings on forms provided by the
Recording Secretary shall serve as proof of attendance.”

This could be you – Membership
Chair
(Editor’s note – information furnished by Joan
Robbins)

The SeaShell

WWW.MARCOSHELLCLUB.COM

Page 6

Marco Island Shell Club Newsletter

April 11, 2016

PUBLICITY
As we end another wonderful season, I want to thank all of the contributors to this
season’s newsletters. Their input is what keeps us informed of the great things that our
members do in the Marco Island Shell Club.
Have a great summer and I look forward to
putting together the next newsletter in October,
welcoming you back, and highlighting next
season’s activities.

At the last Board meeting we decided to leave our Shell Club flyers
and their plastic holders out in the community all summer rather
than gather them back into the store room. If you are a year round
resident, as you are out and about Marco Island, please think about
the businesses where you have seen these flyers. If the
Past president, Emily Savage, swearing
holders are empty or almost so, please ask Kathy, Becky or Jae
in our new president, Kathy Benedik
to give you some flyers from the Club store room so that you
can provide that business with additional flyers.

John Tunnell– Publicity Chair

2016-2017 OFFICERS AND CHAIRS
Officers

Chairs

President......................... Kathy Benedik
Vice President................. Joan Robbins
Recording Secretary........ Kimberly Porter
Corresponding Sec.......... Marsha Prunetti
Treasurer......................... Christine Hewitt

Shell Show..................... Jae Kellogg
Membership....................
Scholarship.....................
Education/Excursions..... Pat Wood
Publicity.......................... John Tunnell
Website …………………. Joan Robbins
Seminar........................... Joan Robbins
Workshop............ Becky Miller/Debbie Towey

Address all correspondence to :
Marco Island Shell Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 633
Marco island, FL 34146
www.marcoshellclub.com
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